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Ethnomethodology   

 Harold Garfinkel coined the 

term ethnomethodology to designate the 

methods individuals use in daily life to 

construct their reality, primarily through 

intimate exchanges of meanings in 

conversation. 



Harold Garfinkel  

Ethnomethodology is an 

ethnographic approach to 

sociological inquiry 

introduced by the 

American sociologist Harold 

Garfinkel.  

 

Ethnomethodology's goal is 

to document the methods 

and practices through 

which society's members 

make sense of their worlds.  







 Ethnomethodology is the study of how 
social order is produced in and through 
processes of social interaction. 
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Some Leading Policies, 

Methods, and Definitions 

 Anne Rawls characterized this fundamental assumption, 
saying, “members of society must have some shared 
methods that they use to mutually construct the 
meaningful orderliness of social situations. “ 

 

 Ethnomethodological indifference: Ethnomethodology 
maintains a policy of deliberate agnosticism, or 
indifference, towards the dictates, prejudices, methods, 
and practices of sociological analysis. The policy of 
ethnomethodological agnosticism is specifically not to be 
conceived of as indifference to the problems of social 
order; ethnomethodological agnosticism refers to only 
seeing social concerns as society’s members see them. 

 



Garfinkel discusses each of these 

"rationalities" and the "behaviors"   

 Categorizing and Comparing 

 Tolerable error 

 Rationality  

 Analysis of alternatives and consequences 

 Strategy 

 Concern for timing  

 Predictability 
 Rules of procedure 

 Choice 

 Grounds of choice 

 Compatibility of ends-means relationships with principles of 
formal logic 

 Semantic clarity and distinctness 
 Compatibility of the definition of a situation with scientific 

knowledge 

 Clarity and distinctness "for its own sake 
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